
Holy Spirit Happenings
Holy Spirit  Lutheran Church

 A Welcoming Christ-Centered Community

Where two or three are gathered...

This month we will be together for our annual general meeting,
just like we have done for 59 years. Imagine the many families and
faces that have come and gone over that time to help guide
programming, ministry, and finances! As we meet this year, we will
continue in these prayerful footsteps, as we too do our best to
steward our resources, place our hope in God, and serve a world
that is much in need of good news.

In our discipleship we learn that the path of faith is never for our
own benefit, but we do find we are blessed as we continue in the
work of love, grace and mercy. Over time we are shaped by the
values we learn from Christ. I am reminded of one of my favorite
pictures of Holy Spirit - well it's actually before the church was
even built. It's an old photo of a bulldozer smoothing out the
black soil in preparation for the church to be built. It's a photo of
faith and trust to me, because whoever was driving it, had no idea
of what was to come or how it would be accomplished. Yet, step
by step, day by day this church came to be and has grown and
changed much over the years.

Certainly it hasn't always been easy. But who ever promised that
anyway? Jesus however, modelled for us just how to navigate a
challenging world. He prayed.

So here's my request of you. Will you pray for this church?
Everyday from today all the way to our AGM, Feb 26, would you
pray? Simply pray how the Spirit leads you, leave lots of time for
God's Spirit to  say something too. Gather with a few others and
say "we can pray!" and then do it. I believe this will make our
conversations and decisions more fruitful and faithful at our AGM.  

 For where two or three 
are gathered in my name, 
I am there among them. 

Matthew 18:20

church@holyspiritlutheran.ca

www.holyspiritlutheran.ca

    Holy Spirit Lutheran Church

              @HSLutheran

              @HSLutheran

Worship Times
 Sunday Mornings at 10:00 am

 

In-person and l ive-streamed on our
YouTube Channel.

Contact Us:
11223 -  51 Avenue NW

Edmonton, AB  T6H 0L5

General Office Hours
9:00 am - 3 :00 pm Mon - Thurs

9:00 am - 1 :00 pm Fridays
 

Office Closed Family Day 
Monday,  February 20

 

Phone: 780-434-4012

FEBRUARY 2023

Pastor:  Rev.  Trish Schmermund
Assoc.  Pastor:   
Rev.  Lindsey
Office Administrator:  Lori  Zeiner

Thank you!       Pastor Trish

PASTOR'S MESSAGE

Jorgensen-Skakum
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HSLC Choir 
Choir will rehearse February 5, 12 & 19 following worship as
we prepare to sing in worship on February 26. All ages and
abilities are welcome to come and sing with the choir. Join in Sunday Worship Services 

 In-Person & Live-Streamed on YouTube!
 

Sunday,  February 5 -  5 Epiphany
10:00 am Service of the Word

 

Sunday,  February 12 -  6 Epiphany
10:00 am Service of Holy Communion

 

Sunday,  February 19 -  Transfiguration
10:00 am Service of the Word

 

Wednesday,  February 22
7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service

 

Sunday,  February 26 -  1  Lent
10:00 am Service of Holy Communion 

Following worship potluck & AGM 
 

HSLC is an aff irming and
inclusive community,  sharing

together the joy 
and work of God's love.
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ALL ARE WELCOME!

UPCOMING WORSHIP

UPCOMING EVENTS

Yesterday's Youth 
Join us Wednesday, February 1 at 12:00 noon. Bring a bag lunch.
Coffee, tea and dessert will be provided. We will visit and catch
up on our holiday adventures and maybe play a game or two. 
All are welcome!

 

Yesterday's Youth Luncheon
Wednesday,  February 1  @ 12:00 Noon

Bring a Bag Lunch
 

Ponder That!  Chat Group
Wednesday,  February 1  at 7:00 pm

 

 Confirmation Class
Tuesdays from 4:15 pm - 5:30 pm

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study
Second & Fourth Thursday mornings
9:30 am - 11 :00 am (February 9 & 23)

 

Love Your Church Gala
Sunday,  February 12 at 5:00 pm

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday,  February 21 from 5:30 -  7 :30 pm

 

Intergenerational Playgroup
Saturday,  February 25 at 1 :30 pm

 

Annual General Meeting
Sunday,  February 26 following worship

with potluck lunch

Bible Study
We will meet the 2nd & 4th Thursday this month (Feb 9 & 23) from
9:30 to 11:00 am. We have a time to visit and then discuss the
upcoming Sunday lectionary readings. All are welcome!

PONDER THAT!  
Our book study was well attended and we wish to continue!
We will meet the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm in the
church library for some great conversation. On February 1 we will
ponder together the subject of prayer. How we pray, why we
pray, are our prayers really answered. Intrigued? Come ponder
with us on February 1. Contact the office for more information.

Intergenerational Play Group 
We will meet Saturday, February 25 at 1:30 pm at the
church for a Musical Sing-a-Long. Bring any instruments
you might have and join your voices with us!  All families  
are invited to join us for some fun. Snack will be
provided.

Upcoming Mid-week Lenten Services
Beginning Wednesday, March 1 we are
planning to work alongside  five
Edmonton & area Lutheran congregations
to offer mid-week Lenten Services on
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. Watch for more
information in the March newsletter.

HSLC Annual General Meeting - Sunday, February 26
Sunday, February 26, following worship, we gather for
conversation and decisions to propel the work of ministry at
HSLC forward. It is important that we have input from as much
of our membership as possible. Please plan to attend. We
invite all who attend to share in feeding one another. 
Please bring a potluck item. 

2022 Annual Report and 2023 Budget Discussion Document
will be available Friday, February 10, 2023 on our website.
Paper copies also available in the narthex or upon request.
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CLAY Youth Gathering Information Session
Parents and youth are invited to join us Sunday,
February 19 at 11:30 am for an information
session on the upcoming Canadian Lutheran
Anglican Youth Gathering in 2023. This year we
will be traveling to Waterloo, Ontario to meet
up with over 1000 youth from across Canada. If
you know of a young person who would like to
attend please reach out to our pastors.  

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
All are welcome to join us for a wonderful pancake supper
February 21 from 5:30 - 7:30 pm. Pancakes, sausages, fruit,
gluten-free options, and beverages will be offered.  A
freewill offering  that evening will benefit our youth. 



Hi to everyone at Holy Spirit!

I took the large bag of clothes and winter items to
Boyle Street yesterday morning for my regular
Tuesday volunteer shift.  This is in the morning where
I help give out coffees and a snack in the morning
followed by lunch.  In the morning there are always
many clients who ask for clothing, winter gear, shoes,
etc. while they come for coffee.  

It was very well received and I personally was able to
directly give out many of the items that same
morning. The need is very great for those who are
homeless in Edmonton.

Thanks again to everyone at Holy Spirit and their
wonderful giving spirit!  

Just to mention that over this entire winter if you can
still spare sturdy shoes, boots, winter boots,
underwear, socks, long johns, gloves, touques,
hoodies, sweaters, scarves, etc. it would be much
appreciated and I can always take them down to
Boyle Street.

Best wishes,
Rick Schulz

February 2023HOLY SPIRIT HAPPENINGS |  PAGE 3

Alberta Prairie Cabbage Slaw
Caesar Salad
Whipped Potatoes and Gravy
Beer Braised Beef Brisket
Artisanal Rolls with Butter
Vegetable Medley
Fresh Fruit & Cake
Coffee, Tea, Water, and Juice 

Love Your Church Gala – February 12, 2023
 

All Ages Dinner, Silent Auction, and  Dance 

You, your family, and friends are invited to join us for the Love
Your Church Gala at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church on Sunday,
February 12. Doors open at 5:00 pm for cocktails with dinner
to follow at 5:30 pm. Wine, beer and a non-alcoholic mocktail 
 will be available tr purchase from a toonie bar with valid ID. 
The dinner menu has been determined and will be catered by
A Capella Catering! You can look forward to enjoying the
following with us that evening:  

If you require menu substitutions due to food sensitivities or allergies please notify the office by January 29.

Following this wonderful meal we will enjoy a live band for our entertainment!  So dust off your dancing shoes and prepare
to hit the dance floor for some fun. For those who wish to enjoy the music from a distance and continue conversations
sparked over dinner the narthex will have tables open for visiting.  

Starting January 29, the Love your Church Gala Silent Auction will open for bidding following worship. Items will be displayed
for two weeks in advance for bidding to allow those who might not be able to attend the event to participate. Bidding will
close at 7:00 pm on February 12 for the winners to be announced  and notified. 
We have some wonderful donations for you to bid on including a framed print by David A., an Oilers jersey,  a dinner with
one of our pastors, a boardgame basket, a lego wine and cheese basket, Partylite sets, and so much more!   

Treasurer's UpdateTreasurer's Update
As we look forward to the AGM at the end of the month,
it’s important to know how 2022 ended for HSLC. We had
an amazing response to our calls for prayerful
consideration to close our deficit and had $69,500 of
income in December, bringing our total income for 2022
just over $5,000 higher than our income in 2021.
However, we did end the year with a $44,454 deficit
(about 5.5 weeks of expenses).
 

We are hopeful that 2023 will start off strong with the
Love your Church campaign to raise $60,000 to pay off
our government loan, due at the end of 2023. Please
continue to discern and pray on how you can offer your
time, talents, and financial contributions to the HSLC
community.

Amy Cooper
Treasurer
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In-touch OnlineIn-touch Online
A Message From Our Online Community

- Kim Goebel is a member of Holy Spirit who now lives in New
Brunswick. Kim is part of our growing 'Online Community'.

“Last Christmas I gave you my heart, but the very next day
you gave it away 

This year, to save me from tears, I’ll give it to someone
special.” (George Michael)

Okay, as Christmas songs go, this isn’t the most spiritual, but
it’s one of my favourites. I like it because it reminds me that
Christmas is not always a happy time. “Peace on earth,
goodwill toward men” - some years we have to look pretty
hard to find something positive, never mind joyful. Indeed
Christmas, the celebration of Jesus’ birth, is a strange time of
year. There is a sense that we are supposed to be happy,
but it is quite stressful for many people.

This year, snow, wind, rain, and cold blasted through North
America testing the Christmas spirit. Airports and travel
routes were filled with angry travellers, disappointed their
plans were ruined. But worse news came of the deaths that
resulted due to weather.

Here in New Brunswick, on December 23, extremely strong
winds and freezing rain blew through causing a province-
wide blackout. In my house, we were without power or water
for 48 hours, and we were fortunate. Others had no power
for 4 or 5 days, from Dec. 23 through Dec. 28. For anyone
without a generator or a wood burning stove, house
temperatures dropped quickly.

While I was tempted to complain about the situation, having
neither of the afore mentioned heating options, my partner
pointed out a couple of things to me. 

One, our house is well insulated, so with only two days of no
heat, our lowest temperature was 10C. Cold, yes; but not
dangerous. And as we looked out our front window, we saw
NB Hydro trucks driving around, fixing the lines…over
Christmas. The Bath volunteer firefighters also gave up time
with their families to drive around large machines to pump
warm air into houses for people without heat, so they
wouldn’t freeze. And, while my mother-in-law had planned
the Christmas dinner to be had at her house, she also had
no power. So she asked a friend of hers (who was in Ontario
at the time) if we could use her house (which had power) to
have our dinner. So, Robin and I had dinner in a stranger’s
house, to celebrate the birth of the saviour in a barn. 

I don’t know how others faired, but I hope the spirit of
Christmas we experienced was seen around the province
and the world. It was harsh, but I found things to remind me
that God left us each other to be the hands of the Spirit; to
offer help, shelter, and caring. Not the promise of an easy
life, but the promise we don’t have to navigate it alone.

Sharing Our StewardshipSharing Our Stewardship
This is a story about a way of giving to the church you may be unaware of. The Canada Revenue agency calls it a “gift of
appreciated securities”.  It confers great benefits on both the giver and the receiver, yet most people have never heard
about it. John Musgreave and Gerry Owen would like to change that.

John is a retired Chartered Accountant living in Nanaimo, BC, and a member of Hope Lutheran Church in that city. A few
years ago, when he was the congregation’s treasurer, he sat in on a webinar offered by ELFEC on the subject of gifts of
appreciated securities. He was aware of the income tax benefits of this type of gift but had not considered using it himself. 

In January 2020, John and his wife Diana decided that instead of making their offerings to the church on a weekly or monthly
basis as most people do, they would do it all at once at the beginning of each calendar year. They chose to donate some
company shares. For John and Diana, “it’s become an annual thing” and they expect to continue giving their annual offerings,
what they call “base giving”, in this way. They make special offerings in addition to the base. John says, “When we make a
special offering now it really feels special.”

For information about gifts of appreciated securities contact Lori in the office or visit www.elfec.ca 
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Transfiguration
10:00 am 
Service of the
Word

11:30 am CLAY
Youth Gathering
information
Session 

General Office Hours
9:00 am - 3:00 pm Monday - Thursday

9:00 am - 1:00 pm Fridays
 

Call: 780-434-4012
email: church@holyspiritlutheran.ca

10:00 am 
Service of Holy
Communion

10:00 am 
Service of Holy
Communion

Worship services are in-person and live-streamed on YouTube
All are welcome!
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Family Day
Office Closed
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Myeloma Alberta
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7:00 pm
Kickboxing
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Valentine's Day

12:00 Noon
Yesterday's
Youth Bag
Lunch

7:00 pm 
Ponder That!
Chat Group

Shrove Tuesday Ash Wednesday

11:30 am
Annual General
Meeting  with
potluck

7:00 pm Ash
Wednesday
Service

5:30 - 7:00 pm
Pancake Supper

1:30 pm 
Intergenerational
Play Sing- A- Long
at HSLC

5:00 pm 
Love Your Church
Gala Dinner

2022 HSLC
Annual Report 
 & 2023 Budget
Discussion
Document
Available


